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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

In the Matter of Reimbursing the Vernonia
Rural Fire Protection District Pursuant to Order No. 33-2025
ORS 275.275(2)

[2025 Distribution — Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District]

WHEREAS, on December 29, 1994, the Board of County Commissioners adopted Order No.
338-94 which, among other things, authorized the Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District ("Vernonia
RFPD") to apply for reimbursement for a portion of their operational costs due to the impaction on the
District by natural gas exploration, development, transportation and storage in the Mist gas fields; and

WHEREAS, this reimbursement is made to the Vernonia RFPD under Order No. 338-94 out of
the proceeds received from the Mist gas field and pursuant to ORS 275.275(2); and

WHEREAS, on May 22, 2025, the Vernonia RFPD submitted a list of budgeted expenditures for
the 2024-2025 fiscal year, along with the corresponding percentage which are a result of impaction inthe
amount of $433,753.20 certified to be for the costs described, above; and

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed and approved these costs, and the Columbia County
Treasurer has verified said costs; and

WHEREAS, the Request for Reimbursement and Certification, the Board's approval and the
Treasurer's verification referred to above are attached hereto as Exhibits A, B and C, respectively, and
are incorporated herein by this reference; and

WHEREAS, the amount available for reimbursement for impaction at this time is $16,052.49 and,
by prior agreement, Vernonia RFPD is entitled to thirty-four percent (34%) of those funds, $5,457.85; and

WHEREAS, this matter is now before the Board of County Commissioners for approval of
reimbursement in the amount of $5,457.85, which is the allowable amount of reimbursement for the
above-mentioned costs approved pursuant to Order No. 338-94;
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NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Vernonia RFPD shall be reimbursed in
the amount of $5,457.85 as a portion of their operational costs due to impaction on the district by natural
gas exploration, development, transportation and storage in the Mist gas fields, as described in the
attached Exhibit A.

DATED this 25th day of June, 2025.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

By:%ﬁ%
Kellie J ith, Chair

W v Y,

by
“Casey Garrett, Commissioner

By: Mﬁ)( P(@ Q’mt

Margaret Magruder, Commissioner

Apprf ﬁ@\/‘\
By:

Officé of County Counsel

2|Page Order No. 353-2025
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Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District
565 E DBridge St., Vernonla OR, 97084
"To Bettar Serva Our Community Through Preperation, A and Per

EXHIBIT A

May 22, 2025

Columbia County Board of Commigsioners
ATTN: Pamela Smith

230 Strand Street

St. Helens, OR 97051

RE: 2024-2025 Impact Request

Pamala Smith,

Vernonia Rural Fire Protection district is asking for reimbursemeni of Impact Fund under ORS
275.275{2)(b). The following amount is being requasted for reimbursement of operational costs in the
amount of $433,753.20.

Attached you will find a copy of our aperational costs projected out In percentage baaed on our
cuirent budget for the 2024-2025 budget year. Additionally, you will find the attached copy of the

signed ceriificale.

| would like to say that we at Vemonila Rurai Fire Protection District appreciate the Board of
Comimissioners congideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

-
G
Grég Brody

Fire Chief
Vemonia Rural Fire Protection District



BOOK PAGE

Vernaonia Rurml Flre Protection District
555 E Bridge St., Vemonia OR, 97084
“To Batter Berva Our Communlity Thraugh Preparation, A

and Per "

COST OF OPERATION

The following Is a list of budgeted expendituras for the 2024-2025 fiscal year and the coresponding
percentage, which is a result if “impaction”,

2024-2025 Budget _____Total Budgel 15% Impaction
Personnel Services $ 556,100.00 $ 83,415.00
Materials and Services $ 242,950.00 $ 36,442.50
Capttal Outlay $ 2,092,638.00 $ 313,895.70
Sub Total $ 2,891,688.00 $ 433,753.20

Total amount requested for relmbursement: $433,753.20.

Note: Unappropriated, Debt Service, Operating Contingencies and Reserve Funde are not included in
the above amounts.

It the total requests for reimbursement exceed the total amount avallable for disbursement from the
“J/mpact fund”, we raquest that the formula approved and appiled in November of 1894 be used to
determine the distribution amounts. Enclosed is a coat af operation statement and a certification of

cost signed by our staff.
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Vemaonia Rural Fire Pratection Diatrict
555 E Bridge St., Vernonia OR, 97084
“Ta Better Barve Our Community Through Preparation, Awerenese, and Persevarancs”

CERTIFICATE

On bebalf of the Vemonia Rural Fire Protection District, we certify that the attached "EXHIBIT A" is a
listing of budgeted expendituras for Ihe 2024-2025 fiscal year, along with the corresponding
percentagae, which Is a resull of “impaction” on the district. This “Impaction” Is due lo the natural gas
axploration, development, [ransportation and storage In the Mist gas flelds. It has been determined
that a portion of these operation costs are reimbursable under ORS 275.275 (2)(b).

Dated this 22™ day of May 2025

VERNONIA RURAL FIRE
PROTECTION DISTRICT

//ﬁéjk i

Greg fBrody, VRFPD Fira Chief

_._(Mméfmufg: |
Charollette Tannery, Lledienant offAdministration
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COLUMBIA COUNTY

Board of Commissioners Office ST. HELENS, OR 97051

Commissioners Administration Communications 230 Strand St., Room 338
Margaret Magruder Jacyn Normine Mark Pacheeo i Direct (503) 397 - 4322
Kellie Jo Smith Kathy Codcdington l,‘ (\50,{) 36( 7;2 13

X (UL ) RN

Casey Ganett
columbiacountyor.gov

FROM: Board of County Commissioners
TO: Columbia County Treasurer
DATE: June 11, 2025

RE: Review and Determination Regarding Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District's Request
for Reimbursement, Certificate, and Cost Bill

The Board of County Commissioners has reviewed the request for reimbursement,
certificate, and cost bill submitted by the Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District for a
portion of their operational costs incurred due to the impact on the district of natural gas
exploration, development, transportation, and storage in the Mist gas field. The Board has
determined that the documentation is adequate and that the operational costs incurred
meet the requirements for which the Board originally approved reimbursement under ORS
275.275(2) in Order No. 338-94.

The Board hereby requests that you verify the cost bill sought for reimbursement, as

required by ORS 275.275(5), and sign and return the attached verification document to
the Board of Commissioners’ Office.

Kellie Jo Smith
Chair

Service ~ Engagement ~ Connection ~ Innovation
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COLUMBIA COUNTY

Department of Finance and Taxation ST. HELENS, OR 97051
230 Strand St., Room 254
Direct (303) 397 0060

Fax (503 397 7251

www.co.columbia.or.us

CERTIFICATE

Pursuant to ORS 275.275(2)(b), | have reviewed the June 11, 2025, request for reimbursement,
certificate and cost bill submitted by the Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District and verify that,
to the best of my knowledge, they are for a portion of the operational costs incurred due to the
impaction on the district of natural gas exploration, development, transportation, and storage
in the Mist gas fields. The Board of County Commissioners has determined these costs to be

reimbursable under ORS 275.275(2)(b) and Order No. 33-2025.

Dated this 11" day of June, 2025.

Pamela Smith
Columbia County Treasurer

Pamela Smith

Service ~ Engagement ~ Connection ~ Innovation
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Agenda Items Order NO. 33-2025 and 34-2025

From Sarah Hanson <Sarah.Hanson@columbiacountyor.gov>
Date Tue 6/17/2025 4:37 PM

To Jacyn Normine <Jacyn.Normine@columbiacountyor.gov>; Department-Counsel <department-
counsel@columbiacountyor.gov>

Cc  Pam Smith <pam.smith@columbiacountyor.gov>; Lindsay Eider <Lindsay.Elder@columbiacountyor.gov>

0 2 attachments (562 KB)
Order 34-2025 with Exhibit ABC.pdf; Order 33-2025 with Exhibits ABC.pdf;

Jacy, would you please add to next week's consent agenda,

Order No. 33-2025 In the Matter of Reimbursing the Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District Pursuant to ORS 275.275(2)
[2025 Distribution- Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District]

Order No. 34-2025 In the Matter of Reimbursing the Mist-Birkenfeld Rural Fire Protection District Pursuant to ORS
275.275(2) [2025 Distribution- Mist Gas Field Reveneues]

The Orders are attached for Board packets. Please let me know if you have any questions. Thanks.
Sarah

Sarah Elizabeth Hanson (she/her/hers) | County Counsel | Columbia County | 503-397-3839 |
Mail: 230 Strand, Room 20 St. Helens, Oregon 97051 | Office: 251 St. Helens Street, St. Helens |sarah.hanson@columbiacountyor.gov

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email may contain information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise exempt from disclosure
under applicable law. If you are not the addressee or it appears from the context or otherwise that you have received this email in



error, please notify me immediately by reply email, keep the contents confidential, and immediately delete the message and any
attachments from your system.
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

In the Matter of Reimbursing the Mist-Birkenfeld Rural )
Fire Protection District Pursuant to ORS 275.275(2) )

ORDER NO. 34-2025
[2025 Distribution — Mist Gas Field Revenues]

WHEREAS, on December 29, 1994, the Board of County Commissioners adopted Order No.
338-94 which, among other things, authorized the Mist-Birkenfeld Rural Fire Protection District (RFPD) to
apply for reimbursement for a portion of their operational costs due to the impaction on the District by
natural gas exploration, development, transportation and storage in the Mist gas fields; and

WHEREAS, this reimbursement is made to the RFPD under Order No. 338-94 out of the
proceeds received from the Mist gas field and pursuant to ORS 275.275(2); and

WHEREAS, on April 30, 2025, the RFPD submitted a list of budgeted expenditures for the 2024-
2025 fiscal year, along with the corresponding percentage which are a result of impaction in the amount
of $344,893, certified to be for the costs described above; and

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed and approved these costs, and the Columbia County
Treasurer has verified said costs; and

WHEREAS, the Request for Reimbursement and Certification, the Board's approval and the
Treasurer's verification referred to above are attached hereto as Exhibits A, B and C, respectively, and
are incorporated herein by this reference; and

WHEREAS, the amount of funds available for reimbursement for impaction at this time is
$16,052.49 and, by prior agreement, Mist Birkenfeld RFPD is entitled to sixty-six percent (66%) of those
funds; $10,594.64; and

WHEREAS, this matter is now before the Board of County Commissioners for approval of
reimbursement in the amount of $10,594.64 which is the allowable amount of reimbursement for the
above-mentioned costs approved pursuant to Order No. 338-94,
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NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the RFPD shall be reimbursed in the
amount of $10,594.64 as a portion of their operationat costs due to impaction on the district by natural
gas exploration, development, transportation and storage in the Mist gas fields, as described in the
attached Exhibit A.

DATED this 25th day of June, 2025.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

By:

Kellie Jo Smith, Chair
By:

Casey Garrett, Commissioner
By:

Margaret Magruder, Commissioner

Approved as to form

By:
Office of County Counsel




BOOK PAGE

EXHIBIT A

REIMBURSEMENT REQUEST
FOR COSTS DUE TO IMPACTION

Mist-Birkenfeld Rural Fire Protection District requests relmbursement of $344,893.00 for impaction costs as
detailed below.

The following Is a listing of budgeted expenditures far the 2024-2025 fiscal year and the corresponding
percentage which Is a result of "IMPACTION":

2024.2025 Budgated Amounts: Toth _ .. 30 impaction)
Personnel Services: $ 689,800.00 $ 206,940.00
Materlals & Services: $ 232,700.00 $ 69,810.00
Capital Qutlay: $ 176,000.00 $ 53,400.00
Contingencles: $  49,144.00 $ 14,743.00
Totals: $1,149,644.00 $ 344,893.00
Amount Raquasted: $ 344,893.00
NOTE: Unapgropriated funds are not Included In the amounts listed abova. Reserve funds are not

included in the amounts listed abave.

if total requests for relmbursement exceed the total amount avaliable for disbursement from the "impaction
fund”, we request that the formula approved and applled in November of 1994 be used to determine the
disbursement amounts. Enclosed is a cost of operation statement and a cartification of cost signed by our

Board President.

Respectfully Submitted, )

o
loe Kaczenskl
Fire Chief

Mist-8irkenfeld R.E.P.D 12525 Highway 202, Mist, OR 97016 {503)755-2710 FAX (503)755-2556
AN EQUIAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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CERTIFICATE

On behalf of the Mist-Birkenfeid Rural Fire Protection District, we certify that the following
request represents accurately the costs incurred by this district in providing services deemed

to reimbursable under ORS 275.275 (2) (b):

Dated this 30th day of April 2025

-

K. g L

J L’ﬁ ‘.'.;"5.‘/{;‘-. L
Pemsla Owen !

Board President

xﬁ%/égf -

Mist-Birkenfeid A.F.P.D 12525 Highway 202, Mist, OR 97016 (503)755-2710 FAX (503)755-2556
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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COLUMBIA COUNTY

Board of Commissioners Office

ST. HELENS, OR 97051

Commissioners Administration Communications 230 Strand St., Room 338
Margarer Magrude Jaovi Novhune Mark Pacheco Direct 503 307 4399
Kellie Jo Smith Ieathy Choddingtnn el e
Cises Gavrel [ax H03) 366 7213

calumblacountyor.goy

FROM: Board of County Commissioners
TO: Columbia County Treasurer
DATE: June 11, 2025

RE: Review and Determination Regarding Mist-Birkenfeld Rural Fire Protection District's

Request for Reimbursement, Certificate, and Cost Bill

The Board of County Commissioners has reviewed the request for reimbursement,

certificate, and cost bill submitted by the Mist-Birkenfeld Rural Fire Protection District for a
portion of their operational costs incurred due to the impact on the district of natural gas
exploration, development, transportation, and storage in the Mist gas field. The Board has
determined that the documentation is adequate and that the operational costs incurred
meet the requirements for which the Board originally approved reimbursement under ORS

275.275(2) in Order No. 338-94.

The Board hereby requests that you verify the cost bill sought for reimbursement,

required by ORS 275.275(5), sign and return the attached verification document
Board of Commissioners' Office.

Thank you,

Kellie Jo Smit
Chair

Service ~ Engagement ~ Connection ~ Innovation

as
to the
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COLUMBIA COUNTY

Department of Finance and Taxation 'ST. HELENS, OR 97051

230 Strand St., Room 254
Direct (503) 397 0060
Iax (503) 397 7251

www.co.columbia.or.us

CERTIFICATE

Pursuant to ORS 275.275(2)(b), | have reviewed the June 11, 2025, request for reimbursement,
certificate and cost bill submitted by the Mist-Birkenfeld Rural Fire Protection District and verify
that, to the best of my knowledge, they are for a portion of the operational costs incurred due
to the impaction on the district of natural gas exploration, development, transportation, and
storage in the Mist gas fields. The Board of County Commissioners has determined these costs

to be reimbursable under ORS 275.275(2)(b) and Order No. 34-2025.

Dated this 11th day of June, 2025.

Pamela Smith
Columbia County Treasurer

By: 1{4/;44 l’é W

Pamela Smith

Service ~ Engagement ~ Connection ~ Innovation



