
BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

ln the Matter of Reimbursing the Vernonia
Rural Fire Protection District Pursuant to Order No' 33'2025

oRs 275.275(2)

[2025 Distribution - Vernonia Rural Fire Protection Districtl

WHEREAS, on December 29,1994, the Board of County Commissioners adopted Order No.

338-94 which, among other things, authorized the Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District ("Vernonia

RFpD") to apply for reimbursement for a portion of their operational costs due to the impaction on the

District by natural gas exploration, development, transportation and storage in the Mist gas fields; and

WHEREAS, this reimbursement is made to the Vernonia RFPD under Order No. 338-94 out of

the proceeds received from the Mist gas field and pursuant to ORS 275.275(2); and

WHEREAS, on May 22,2025, the Vernonia RFPD submitted a list of budgeted expenditures for

lhe 2024-2025 fiscal year, along with the corresponding percentage which are a result of impaction in the

amount of $433,753.20 certified to be for the costs described, above; and

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed and approved these costs, and the Columbia County

Treasurer has verified said costs; and

WHEREAS, the Request for Reimbursement and Certification, the Board's approval and the

Treasurer's verification referred to above are attached hereto as Exhibits A, B and C, respectively, and

are incorporated herein by this reference; and

WHEREAS, the amount available for reimbursement for impaction at this time is $16,052.49 and,

by prior agreement, Vernonia RFPD is entitled to thirty-four percent (34o/o) of those funds, $5,457.85; and

WHEREAS, this matter is now before the Board of County Commissioners for approval of

reimbursement in the amount of $5,457.85, which is the allowable amount of reimbursement for the

above-mentioned costs approved pursuant to Order No. 338-94;
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NOW, THEREFORE, lT lS HEREBY ORDERED that the Vernonia RFPD shall be reimbursed in

the amount of $5,457.85 as a portion of their operational costs due to impaction on the district by natural

gas exploration, development, transportation and storage in the Mist gas fields, as described in the

attached Exhibit A.

DATED this 25th day of June, 2025

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

By

, Chair

arrett, ommissioner

ny Ne'\ ?cas,<-n L
Margaret Magruder, Commissioner

By
Counsel

2ll'rg.' L)t'cl i,:i' \i,r. I l-10:-i



tr Vrrnonh lsnl Fhr Prutrctlon Dlaldct
i66 E Irl{,9€ Sl,, Vornonlr OR, 97064

"lo t lt r i.rva Our cormunily litoulh Pnpadcr, Arrcnrr, |lrd P.tt wrrE "

EXHIBIT A

May22,2O25

Golumbia County Boad of Commlselonerg
ATTN: Pamola Smllh
230 Skand Strtel
St. Helens, OR97051

RE: 202*2025 lmpact Roquost

Pamola Smilh,

Vemonla Rurel Fke Pmlecllon dlslrlcl ls esklng lor rslmburs€lrlcnl ot lmpad Fund undor ORS
275.275{2Xb), Iha followlng armunt is b€ing requeeled for ralmburtorn€nl of opotatlonsl costs in ths
amount of 8433,753.20.

Aneched you wlll llnd a oopy of our op€ratbnal cotF ptofsc{sd oul ln percentage baaed on our
cunenl budge! for lhe 2024-2025 budg€t year. Addlllonally, you wlll frnd the atleched copy of the
rignod c€dmsato,

I would llke to say lhal wo at Vemonla Rural Flre Protect'ron Olstrict apgrcciate lhe Boad of
Commissioners snsEefelion ln lhls rnatl€r,

Slncerely,

Greg Brody
Fire Chief
Vemonie Rural Fire Plotoc'lion Olstrlcl



*
555 E Bridgt St., Vemonlo OR, 97004

nTo 6ri.r !.rr. Our Corrnulrtty Th]ou!h ltrprrlon' Awmnaaa, flrd h'trvaf,.mr"

COST OF OPEMTION

The lollowlng lo a liet of budgeted exgendituree lor lhe 2024-2025 llscal year and the coneopondlng
percenlage, wiich is a rssull lt'lmpac'tion",

20?4-2025g.udqot TolslBudogl .* - - 15?qJmoactlon

Personnel Sorvices t 556,100.00 $ 83,415.00

Malerlals and Ssrvlces $ 242,s50.00 I36,442.50

Capltal Ouilay J 2.092.038'00 $ 313.895'70

Sub Tot t I 2,Ee 1,688.00 t '133'7t3.20

Tolal amount requested for reimbursern€nl: S433,753.20.

Noto: Unappropriated, Debt Servlce, Operatlng Conlingencies and Reserye Funds ar€ not includ€d in

lho abov€ amounls.

ll lho total requeats for reimbursement excead the total amount avqlleblg fol disbur6em€nl ftom th€
"lmpacl fund", we request lhal the formula appmved and aPplled in November ol 1094 be used lo
delcrmine tha distrlbutinn amounlr. Encloced is a coal of oporation slal€rn€nt and a certillcation of
cort signed by our etafi.
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565 E 8rid0. St,, Vcrnonh OR, e7004
'To g.o.i 8rrv. ow Corratunlly lhtough Ptrflrrtlon, Alrltanla, ttd P.tt v.mc."

CERTIFICATE

On behaff of he Vemonia Rural Flre Proigclion Dlstrlct, nm cenlty that lhe etlschod 'EXHIBIT A" is a
llellng of budgeled oxp€ndlluroB lor lho 2024-2025 frocal yeer, along wilh the consspondlng
psrcenlaga, wtrlch lr s ratull of 'lmprcllon" on lho dlsldcl. Thle'lmpacllon' ls dus to th5 netural ges
oxplorallor, dev€loprnanl, lfir.lrporlallon snd Etorsgo ln llre Misl gas flelde. lt hac been detsrmln€d
lhet a podhn of there operallon coatr arg Bimbutssbls under ORS 275.275 (21(bl,

Datsd thls 22& day oll,lby 2025

VERNONIA RUML FIRE
PROTECTION OISTRICT

Fire Chlef

tr

IA,a il l, tt, L.h^u' n,t..
Charollette Tennery, lSei{enant olfldintntrtratlon



EXHIBIT B

COLUMBIA COUNTY
Board of Commissioners Office

Administration
fircl'rr Norrlitre
Katlrv ( ioclrlirrqtrrrt

Commissioncrs
i\ I a rgir rr't \ Iao-r'tult: r
Kcllir'.Jo Snritlr
(l:rst'r'Oalrr:tt

Communications
\ lalk Paclrrc:o

PAGE-

ST. H ELENS, OR 97051

2l]0 Straucl St., {toom 338

[)ilcct (503) 397 +322
lhx (503) 36(; 7'2'13

col uurl; iitt'oLrr rtvo r. gov

FROM: Board of County Commissioners
TO: Columbia County Treasurer
DATE: June 1 1,2025

RE: Review and Determination Regarding Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District's Request

for Reimbursement, Certificate, and Cost Bill

The Board of County Commissioners has reviewed the request for reimbursement,

certificate, and cost bill submitted by the Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District for a
portion of their operational costs incurred due to the impact on the district of natural gas

exploration, development, transportation, and storage in the Mist gas field. The Board has

deiermined that the documentation is adequate and that the operational costs incurred

meet the requirements for which the Board originally approved reimbursement under ORS

275.275(2) in Order No, 338'94.

The Board hereby requests that you verify the cost bill sought for reimbursement, as

required by ORS 275.275(5), and sign and return the attached verification document to
the Board of Commissioners'Office'

Thank

Kellie Jo Smith
Chair

Seryice - Engogement - Connection * Innovotion



COTUMBIA COUNTY
Department of Finance and Taxation ST. H ELENS, OR 9705 1. .. .:

230 StranclSt.. Room 254

Direct (503) 397 0060
Fax (503 397 7251

r,v'"v^vv c't). col um l;i a. o r. us

CERTIFICATE

pursuant to ORS 275.275(2)(b), I have reviewed the June LL,2025, request for reimbursement,

certificate and cost bill submitted by the Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District and verify that,

to the best of my knowledge, they are for a portion of the operational costs incurred due to the

impaction on the district of natural gas exploration, development, transportation, and storage

in the Mist gas fields. The Board of County Commissioners has determined these costs to be

reimbursable under ARi275.275(2Xb) and Order No' 33-2025'

Dated this 11th day of June ,2025.

Pamela Smith
Columbia County Treasurer

By

Pamela Smith

i.'

l* 5,t

Service - Engagement - Connection - lnnovation



il Outlook

Agenda ltems Order NO. 33-2025 and 34-2025

From Sa rah Ha nson < Sarah.Hanson@columbiacou ntyor.gov>

Date Tue 6/17/2025 4:37 PM

To Jacyn Normine <Jacyn.Normine@columbiacountyor.gov>; Department-Counsel <department-

cou nsel @co lu m biacou ntyo r.gov >

Cc Pam Smith <pam.smith@columbiacountyor.gov>; Lindsay Elder <Lindsay.Elder@columbiacountyor.gov>

CI 2 attachments (562 KB)

Order 34-2025 with Exhibit ABC.pdf; Order 33-2025 with Exhibits ABC.pdf;

Jacy, would you please add to next week's consent agenda,

Order No. 33-2025'n the Matter of Reimbursing the Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District Pursuant to ORS 275.275(2)

12025 Distribution- Vernonia Rural Fire Protection Districtl

Order No. 34-2025\n the Matter of Reimbursing the Mist-Birkenfeld Rural Fire Protection District Pursuant to ORS

275.275(2)12025 Distribution- Mist Gas Field Reveneuesl

The Orders are attached for Board packets. Please let me know if you have any questions. Thanks.

Sarah

Sarah Elizabeth Hanson (she/her/hers) | County Counsel I Columbia County | 503-397-3839 |

Mail: 230 Strand, Room 20 St. Helens, Oregon 97O5L I Office: 25L St. Helens Street, St. Helens lsarah.hanson@columbiacountyor.gov

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email may contain information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise exempt from disclosure

under applicable law. lf you are not the addressee or it appears from the context or otherwise that you have received this email in



error, please notify me immediately by reply email, keep the contents confidential, and immediately delete the message and any

attachments from your system.
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

ln the Matter of Reimbursing the Mist-Birkenfeld Rural )

Fire Protection District Pursuant to ORS 275.275(2) )
oRDER NO. 34-2025

[2025 Distribution - Mist Gas Field Revenuesl

WHEREAS, on December 29, 1994, the Board of County Commissioners adopted Order No.

338-94 which, among other things, authorized the Mist-Birkenfeld Rural Fire Protection District (RFPD) to

apply for reimbursement for a portion of their operational costs due to the impaction on the District by

natural gas exploration, development, transportation and storage in the Mist gas fields; and

WHEREAS, this reimbursement is made to the RFPD under Order No. 338-94 out of the

proceeds received from the Mist gas field and pursuant to ORS 275'275(2); and

WHEREAS, on April 30,2025, the RFPD submitted a list of budgeted expenditures for the 2024'

2025 fiscal year, along with the corresponding percentage which are a result of impaction in the amount

of $344,893, certified to be for the costs described above; and

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed and approved these costs, and the Columbia County

Treasurer has verified said costs; and

WHEREAS, the Request for Reimbursement and Certification, the Board's approval and the

Treasurer's verification referred to above are attached hereto as Exhibits A, B and C, respectively, and

are incorporated herein by this reference; and

WHEREAS, the amount of funds available for reimbursement for impaction at this time is
g16,052.49 and, by prior agreement, Mist Birkenfeld RFPD is entitled to sixty-six percent (660/o) of those

funds; $10,594.64; and

WHEREAS, this matter is now before the Board of County Commissioners for approval of

reimbursement in the amount of $10,594.64 which is the allowable amount of reimbursement for the

above-mentioned costs approved pursuant to Order No. 338-94;
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NOW THEREFORE, lT lS HEREBY ORDERED that the RFPD shall be reimbursed in the

amount of $10,594.64 as a portion of their operational costs due to impaction on the district by natural

gas exploration, development, transportation and storage in the Mist gas fields, as described in the

attached Exhibit A.

DATED this 25th day of June, 2025.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

By:

Kellie Jo Smith, Chair

Casey Garrett, Commissioner

Margaret Magruder, Commissioner

Approved as to form

Office of County Counsel

2lI'ege Ot'rler' \o. I l-l{)l.t
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EXHIBIT A

REIMBURSEMENT REQUES|

FoR cosrs DuE To mblcnon

Mlrt-Blrkrnfcld Ru6l Flra P?otestlon Dlstrlct rcqurttr relmbutrem!nt ot 5344,893'm fot implsllon cDsts .t
drtrlled below.

Tfrc bllowing l: r llrttng of bud3ctcd expendhures for rhe 102+2025 flscal year rnd th€ corrrtpondlnt

percentrge rrhkh li. result of 'rlMPACTlOll"l

P:rronncl Srrulces:

Msi.rlrls & 5.rv'lcssr

Crplt.l Outlay:

contlntencles:

s 689,e00.fl)

t 232,700.00

I 170,000,00

$ €,r{4.00
9r,149,644.00

9 205,940.00

$ 69,810,00

5 53,/t(xl.m
s r4743.m
S 3,14,893.mTotabi

Amount nsqu.rld: t ta4r893.00

NO]Hr unrpproprirted funds are not lncluded ln lhc imounB ll3tsd rbove, Recervc funds.re not

lncluded ln tha rmountr lltt.d rbovr.

lf total requests lor ralmbunement cxce.d the total .mount .vall.ble lor dlrluasaficnt fom the "ilnp.Gtion

fund., we r.q!:rt thlt th. brmuh rpprovcd 61{ sppllcd in NovembGr ol 1994 be uscd to determln€ lhe

dlrburscmcnt .mountr. Encloscd 13 . cort of opcr.lion *etcment rnd r crrtlficltlon ol cort slSncd by our

Eorrd Prsrldont.

Flra Chlef

ril*.ilrkcnftld n.r.P,D 12525 Hichway 202, Mict,0R 97015 (503179s-271o FAx {50317591556
tII €QIJAL OPPORIUNII'V SMPIOTER

,... ,

ri.l.l,.li.
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CTRTIFICATE

On behalf of the Migt-Blrkenfold Rural F .e Protection Dlstricl wG ccrtlfy thtt the followlng

rcquest repr€ientt accurately the costs lncurred by thlr distrlct in providing rervicer deemed

to reimburiable undcr ORS 175.275 12) tbl;

Dated thb 30th dry of April 2025

htrlrh owl.l
to.d tr.tldtnt

X '6ra'n.ryrtfr
tlnChhl

lllrt{lrt nLld t.t.p.O 1:52r XlthwaY 102" Mkt, OR 97016 (t03}755-2710 Fru( 150r}75}2556
Afl €qurl oPpofiruflITv TMPLoYEN



EXHIBIT B

COLUMBTA COUNTY
Board of Comrnissioners Offic:c
Corn missittttets
\[,rrgan't .\lrrqt ttrlcr

ltt'llir'.1,r Srrritlr
( i:rrct (.i;tt'rr'lt

Administratiort
,J;rr r tt \,,r rtritt,'
It,rt lrr (.ritklirrqlrrrt

Communications
\l:rlk []at'lrcco

ST. HELENS, OR 97051

23() Str',ur(l St., ltoont ll3lJ

l)ilt'ct t503; 397 4322

Irax'.r03t 3{i(i 72'13

t', r l tr r r r l riitcoul I t y(j t'.ll-ov

FROM: Board of County Commissioners
TO: Columbia County Treasurer
DATE: June 1 1,2025

RE: Review and Determination Regarding Mist-Birkenfeld Rural Fire Protection District's
Request for Reimbursement, Certificate, and Cost Bill

The Board of County Commissioners has reviewed the request for reimbursement,
certificate, and cost bill submitted by the Mist-Birkenfeld Rural Fire Protection District for a
portion of their operational costs incurred due to the impact on the district of natural gas

exploration, development, transportation, and storage in the Mist gas field. The Board has

determined that the documentation is adequate and that the operational costs incurred
meet the requirements for which the Board originally approved reimbursement under ORS

275.275(2) in Order No. 338-94.

The Board hereby requests that you verify the cost bill sought for reimbursement, €!s

required by ORS 275.275(5), sign and return the attached verification document to the
Board of Commissioners' Office.

Thank you,

Kellie Jo Sm
Chair

,t-
r.i

l;il'l

Service - Engogement - Connection - lnnovotion



EXHIBIT C
K-PAGE-

.t
COLUMBIA COUNTY
Depzrrtment of Financc and Taxation ST. HELENS, OR 97051

230 Strancl St., Room 25't
f)irect (503) 397 0060

fir.x (503) 397 7251

'"t'rr'rr,. co. co ltt mbi a. or. us

CERTIFICATE

pursuant to ORS 275.275(21(b), I have reviewed the June LL,2025, request for reimbursement,

certificate and cost bill submitted by the Mist-Birkenfeld Rural Fire Protection District and verify

that, to the best of my knowledge, they are for a portion of the operational costs incurred due

to the impaction on the district of natural gas exploration, development, transportation, and

storage in the Mist gas fields. The Board of County Commissioners has determined these costs

to be reimbursable under OR9275.275(2Xb)and Order No.34-2025.

Dated this 11th day ofJune, 2025

Pamela Smith
Colu m bia County Treasurer

By:

Pamela Smith

Service * Engogement - Connection - lnnovotion


